What is Required:
Lessons from Black Theology

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
(1929-1968)

On choosing love, rather than hate:

“I can't like anybody who would bomb my home. | can't
like anybody who would exploit me. | can't like anybody
who would trample over me with injustices. | can't like
them. | can't like anybody who threatens to kill me day in
and day out. But Jesus reminds us that love is greater
than liking. Love is understanding, creative, redemptive
goodwill toward all [people]. And | think this is where we
are, as a people, in our struggle for racial justice. We can't

burden to bear.”

Rev. Canon Kelly Brown Douglas
(1957-present)

On moral memory:
“Moral memory is nothing less than telling the truth
about the past and one’s relationship to it. Moral
memory is not about exonerating ourselves for the
past. Rather, it is about taking responsibility for it. To
have a moral memory is to recognize the past we carry
within us, the past we want to carry within us, and the
past we need to make right. Righting the past is about
more than facile apologies or even guilty verdicts for
killers of innocent black children. Rather, to right the
past is to acknowledge the ways in which our systems,
structures, and ways of being in society are a
continuation of the myths, the narratives, the
ideologies of the past and then to transform these
present realities.”

— from “Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the

Justice of God”

ever give up. I've seen too much hate to want to hate,
myself, and I've seen hate on the faces of too many
sheriffs, too many white citizens' councilors, and too
many Klansmen of the South to want to hate, myself; and
every time | see it, | say to myself, hate is too great a

—from King’s final Christmas sermon




What is Required:
Lessons from Black Theology

Rev. Dr. James Cone (1938-2018)

On being the church:
“Because the church is the community that
participates in Jesus Christ’s liberating work in history,
it can never endorse ‘law and order’ that causes
suffering. To do so is to say yes to structures of
oppression. Because the church has received the
gospel-hint and has accepted what that means for
human existence, the church must be a revolutionary
community. ... In the New Testament the church
(ecclesia) is the community that has received the Holy
Spirit and is now ready to do what is necessary to live
out the gospel. It is the assembly of those who have
become heirs of the promises of God; and because
they have experienced what that means for humanity,
they cannot accept the world as it is. They must rebel
against evil so all citizens may know that they do not
have to behave according to unjust societal laws.”
—from “A Black Theology of Liberation”

Dr. M. Shawn Copeland (1947-present)

On solidarity:
“Solidarity is no mere commonsense identification among
members of the same group (for example, nation, class,
gender, race), although that identification may be
beneficial sometimes, even necessary. Nor is solidarity to be
confused with identity politics, although it does involve
recognition of identity and difference. ... Solidarity is an
intentional moral and ethical task. [It] begins in anamnesis
—the intentional remembering of the dead, exploited,
despised victims of history. This memory cannot be a
pietistic or romantic memorial. ... Our recognition and
regard for the victims of history and our shouldering
responsibility for that history form the moral basis of
Christian solidarity.”

—from “Enfleshing Freedom: Body, Race, and Being”
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The Rev. Dante Stewart (1992-

present)

On protecting your humanity:

“When you see Palestinians, what do you feel? When
you see Americans having rights and goods taken
away, what do you feel? When you see people beaten
by police, what do you feel? When you see
marginalized commmunities punished, what do you
feel? The first and final act of human love is to view
the world from another person’s eyes, to feel in your
soul what it must feel like for them to be who they
are, and endure what they are forced to endure.
Whatever you must do to protect that part of your
humanity, do it. Whatever you must do to stay
bothered and to love, even if you're tired, do it. And
what is love but remaining open to the questions of
our existence together?”

—from “Notes from a concerned American.”
7.22.25, Substack

Cole Arthur Riley (1990-present)

On justice, hope, and community:

“You are not foolish for hoping. Don't let anyone make you

feel ashamed for what fight remains in you. And what has

been emptied in you be found in me. | trust that when the

time comes, you will hold my hope when | cannot.

Justice alone is not the destination. Becoming human is.

This is liberation. We want no need for gavels, no need for

sit-ins or philanthropy. No need for food drives or keys

clenched between knuckles at night. We want more for

ourselves.

But until then, we speak. We organize. We create. We hold

hope for one another on the edge of despair, our voices

sustained in the collective. Whether they listen or fail to

listen, our mouth is ours. There is meaning in that.”

—from “Black Liturgies: Prayers, Poems, and Meditations for
Staying Human”




