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Connor D. is a sophomore studying computer science and 
connected with Pres House last year as a freshman. 

I love fireplaces! I really do. I love the heat and comfort they 
provide. I love the crackles and hisses of fireplaces. I knew that 
when I left home for Wisconsin, one of the luxuries I would miss 
the most would be our fireplace. It had become my sanctuary to 
relax and rejuvenate from a tough day. Even in the scorching Texas 
summer heat, I would still love sitting next to the blazing fireplace. 
In fact, I loved the fireplace so much that I would drag my mattress 
next to it and sleep right beside it at night. I was able just to close 
my eyes, relax, and be free from the worries and stress of the day. 
Unfortunately, after arriving in Wisconsin, I lost access to my own 
personal fireplace. However, I found a new “fireplace” at Pres 
House. Let me explain.

I don’t think anyone will disagree with me when I say college is 
hard. My freshman year was no different. There were some good 
days and some bad days. Some hot days, but mainly cold days. 
Some sunny days and rainy days. There were also days when I was 

physically exhausted, mentally exhausted, and spiritually exhausted. 
Yet despite all that I was able to keep going because I had found 
my place to recharge here at Pres House. The warm and friendly 
environment would always help me to rejuvenate from a busy week. 
It was almost like I was able to forget about the outside world and its 
nagging stresses. Whether it was at Freshman Connection, during 
sermons, or on retreats, I was able to set my current worries aside and 
be present. Some weeks, oddly enough, the issues I would be  
struggling with would be the topic of that week’s sermon, giving me 
the strength I needed to keep pushing on. I would come to Pres House 
exhausted but leave fed: physically, mentally, and spiritually. It became 
a part of my weekly routine that would give energy back to me instead 
of taking it away.

Pres House is more than just a place for rest. Here at Pres House,  
I was able to connect with new people, grow spiritually through 
Freshman Connection, and take time away from school on retreats.  
It became something more than what was just offered from a fireplace. 

IT BECAME A HOME.

PRES HOUSE CHURCH  
BECAME A HOME 
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COMING HOME TO PRES HOUSE APARTMENTS

Pres House Apartments draw residents from various walks of life for a 
number of reasons. Some appreciate the convenience of a furnished 
apartment with inclusive rent and utilities, others the central campus 
location, and many enjoy the regular community opportunities. 
One resident described the joy of finding a community that is more 
than a place to sleep at night–a supportive living environment 
and community. “Pres House Apartments feels like more than an 
apartment. They care about their residents’ well-being. It has a great 
location, a welcoming community, and great leasing prices.” 

As rent continues to rise in Madison, our residents express finding 
Pres House Apartments’ scholarship programs helpful in alleviating 
financial strain. Scholarship programs are also emotionally 
nourishing, affirming, and vital to their well-being and personal 
development. Annabelle Zhang, a returning resident and scholarship 
participant this year, shares:

I love Pres House for its inclusive community. All those weekly 
drop-in Afternoon Teas, monthly community meals, and 
wellness programs during midterms and finals. I love all these 
events that give me energy boosts in times of need. I would 
also like to shout out to all the staff members who put effort 
into making the community surrounded with love and joy.

As a member of the FACETS program (a group focused on 
understanding and respecting the diversity of human gender 
and sexual orientation, and their intersections with race, 
culture, spirituality and more), there is always this feeling 
of acceptance no matter when I walk into Pres House. It 
was hard for a Chinese international student experiencing 
discrimination to feel a sense of belonging during the Covid 
pandemic; however, Pres House is one of the few places that 
make me feel safe. I remember going to the FACETS meetings 
with excitement, knowing that I had found a community in 
which I could be vulnerable and still be accepted as who I am. 
Who would have thought I could find a second home in Pres 
House Apartments--It is such a blessing and an experience I 
will always cherish in my heart.

Monniiesh Velmurugan, a new resident and participant in the 
Community Engagement Opportunities (CEO) scholarship program 
this year, said this:

The community at Pres house is welcoming and feels like 
home. The location of the building is amazing and is close 
to campus, Memorial Union, the gym and State Street. 
Community dinners and Afternoon Tea help me socialize with 
people and play a crucial role in feeling comfortable with 
my neighbors. On top of that, the CEO scholarship program 
provides a way to interact with many people and have fun 
but at the same time help me achieve my personal goals. The 
service is amazing too. I can directly approach staff if I have 
any problem, rather than waiting a week or so to speak with 
someone to resolve my issue. All these contribute to a happy 
environment here in my experience.

Residents’ engagement in both building-wide programs and 
scholarship programs continues to flourish after the restrictions 
caused by the COVID pandemic. Pres House Apartments reached a 
long held goal of involving 50% of our residents in an intentional 
living (scholarship) program. Community dinners continue to draw 
more than 100 residents each month. Residents can join a mid-month 
meditation practice, attend a wellness workshop, or join others to do 
prairie restoration at Holy Wisdom Monastery. 

Residents may find their way 
to Pres House Apartments for 
different reasons, but once 
they’re here, they find they’ve 
come home.
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WELCOME OUR NEW  
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF  
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY

We are thrilled to welcome Manato Jansen as our new 
full-time Associate Director of Residential Community in the 
Pres House Apartments.

Born and raised in Japan, Manato moved to the United States 
in 2015 and earned his B.A. in Sociology at Calvin University 
in 2019. Manato has a Master of Divinity from Harvard Divinity 
School and is an ordained minister in the American Baptist 
Churches USA. He has served as an interfaith chaplain at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
MIT, and Emerson College. Manato also served in ministry at 
Old Cambridge Baptist Church.

Manato comes to Pres House Apartments having worked in 
residential life at Harvard College as a dorm proctor for first-
year students. He continues to find joy serving in spaces where 
residential life, student support, and caregiving come together. 
In his spare time, Manato enjoys exploring Madison, studying 
maps and all things cartography, learning languages, and 
playing the guitar, trombone, handbells, and organ when he 
gets the chance. Tokyo, West Michigan, and Boston all feel like 
pieces of home to Manato, and he looks forward to Madison 
growing into that family of homes.

Manato coordinates many of the building-wide activities and 
purposeful living scholarship programs in the Pres House 
Apartments. We are thrilled he is joining the team!

Welcome Manato!

HUGE DEMAND FOR 
HOUSING AT 
PH APARTMENTS

UW-Madison enrolled its largest freshman class in history this fall, 
with 8,628 new students starting their journey as Badgers. This 
is the second year in a row record numbers of students chose to 
attend UW-Madison. This, coupled with an already tight housing 
market in Madison, has led to frantic demand for apartment living. 
Students began signing leases for the fall of 2023 at the beginning 
of October 2022, almost an entire year before they will move into 
those apartments. This creates enormous pressure and strain on 
freshmen students to select roommates from among people they 
have just met, and is a distraction from getting off to a strong start 
in their first semester on campus. 

Pres House made a decision this year to buck the trend of leasing 
the entire building as quickly as possible. While we could easily 
have filled the PH Apartments completely for fall 2023 within a 
few hours (or even minutes), we have decided to phase our leasing 
approach this year for the sake of the students we serve. Our 
first surprise was achieving a 60% renewal/return rate of current 
residents, a new and all-time high for Pres House Apartments. We 
filled half the remaining group leases within an hour of beginning 
leasing. We are holding some spaces for a second round of leasing 
to take place in November and several more to be made available 
in February 2023. This will make room for prospective residents 
(including international students and transfer students) who need 
a little more time to get settled, find roommates, learn about our 
scholarship programs, and so on. We are also addressing the rising 
cost of housing by increasing our scholarship amounts by 30%, 
which are offered to half of the total residents in the building. We 
are pleased to be able to offer this unique and supportive option in 
the heart of campus. 



A little more than 10 years ago I had lunch with Ginger Morgan at a 
buffet restaurant in the shadow of the Wisconsin Capitol. She was 
visiting Madison from Colorado and interviewing at Pres House for 
our newly created Director of Residential Community position. I knew 
by then that Ginger was just the right person to take our Pres House 
Apartment programming to the next level. In addition to trying to sell 
her on moving to Madison (not hard to do!) I put forward a Big Hairy 
Audacious Goal (BHAG) for the future of our apartment community. 
I told Ginger that we wanted to grow the percentage of residents 
involved in our purposeful living scholarship communities from 8% of 
the building (about 20 residents) to 50% of the total residents living 
at PH Apartments (almost 120 residents). 

Ginger was not dissuaded by this ambitious goal. Nor was she put 
off by the fact that we didn’t have the funds to create all those 
scholarships or the staff to manage that many programs. She moved 
to Madison and took the job anyway. 

Ten years later Ginger is still with 
us. And we have reached our goal.

Half of all residents in the PH Apartments this year are involved in 
one of our seven distinctive purposeful living programs and receive 
a scholarship toward their rent. Together in community they receive 
wellness and mental health support, volunteer, discuss their core 
values, keep each other accountable in addiction recovery, and 
much more. Since 2012 we have given away almost 700 scholarships 

totaling more than $900,000. A conservative estimate suggests 
that our Next Step Sober Housing community has saved the state 
of Wisconsin $652,800 and contributed $1,711,680 in benefits 
to Wisconsin as reflected by active recovery time of our program 
participants and graduates. More important, since the inception of 
this recovery housing community, 78% of participants have remained 
in recovery.

Ginger’s warm, thoughtful, and committed servant leadership has 
been instrumental in achieving this remarkable goal. Her job title 
has changed a few times over the years but her steadfast presence 
as a strategic leader and compassionate mentor for students has 
transformed Pres House and the lives of our residents. We wouldn’t be 
here without her. 

And we wouldn’t be here without our donors as well. Five years 
ago we were making steady progress toward our goal of offering 
scholarships to half of our residents, but more funds were needed to 
get the rest of the way there. We launched an ambitious campaign 
to raise half a million dollars to fund the expansion. You, our donors, 
stepped up. Your donations make these scholarships possible. 
So thank you! Thank you for doing something amazing. Today we 
celebrate. And tomorrow we keep on moving forward. 

We celebrate Ginger’s contributions to Pres House and the last ten 
years of growth. 
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COMMITMENT,  
LONGEVITY, AND  
STEADY GROWTH  
CHANGES LIVES
By Mark Elsdon, Executive Director
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STRENGTHENING PRES HOUSE BEHIND THE SCENES

COMMITMENT,  
LONGEVITY, AND  
STEADY GROWTH  
CHANGES LIVES
By Mark Elsdon, Executive Director

The people and programs of Pres House are where the real impact 
happens. It is through relationships and supportive services 
that students grow deeper in their faith, experience gracious 
welcome, share their gifts with the world, expand their ability to 
connect with people different from them, and cultivate wellness in 
community. That is where “it all happens.” 

But the people and programs of Pres House can’t be effective if 
we don’t tend to the finances, buildings, and structures that lie 
beneath and around the ministry. Our executive director calls this 
the “hidden skeleton” of the organization that allows the rest of 
the body to function well.

In the past six months we have taken three major steps towards 
strengthening the skeleton of Pres House:

REFINANCING WITH IMPACT 
INVESTMENT
In June, Pres House received an $11.25 million investment in the 
Pres House Apartments that enhances our financial stability, 
expands our capacity to serve students attending the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison with purpose-driven living communities, and 
generates investment returns which will benefit the wider church. 

A coalition of church lenders led by the Presbyterian Investment 
and Loan Program of the PCUSA, in partnership with the United 
Church of Christ Building and Loan Fund, and the Mission 
Investment Fund of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
have together lent Pres House the funds to fully replace our 
remaining debt on the Pres House Apartment building. This loan 
is designed to provide long term financial stability for Pres House 
on favorable terms. All interest Pres House pays back to the 
lending collaborative is used by those lenders to support churches 
and programs in other places around the country. In addition to 
creating a win-win financial situation, the Pres House chapel 
building is now free from any mortgage.

NEW BOILER TO HEAT THE 
CHAPEL BUILDING
The boiler that provided vital heat throughout the Pres House 
Chapel building during cold Wisconsin winters had been 
sputtering along for a number of years. Each winter, repairs and 
tender care kept it going but that was not a long-term solution. 

This summer we had the time, capacity, and funds to fully replace 
the aging boiler with a new system. A new boiler was installed 
along with all new exterior venting. At the same time, we had the 
very old coal boiler removed permanently from the boiler room 
in the basement where it had been sitting unused for decades. 
The project went smoothly and the new boiler was fired up for 
the first time in October. Students, staff, and visitors are glad for 
consistent heat as we head into winter.

MAJOR GRANT RECEIVED FOR 
SECURITY ENHANCEMENTS
Security at Pres House has become an increasing concern over 
the years. Due to our prominent location on Library Mall at the 
University of Wisconsin in the urban core of Madison, we face 
risks to the safety and security of the building and people inside. 
With help from our friends and colleagues at the nearby UW Hillel 
campus center, we successfully applied for funds through the 
Wisconsin and Federal Non-Profit Security Grant Program. This 
$116,000 grant 
will allow us to 
upgrade access 
control, camera 
systems, and 
other security 
equipment over 
the course of 
this coming 
fiscal year. 
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CANDID CONTINUES TO GROW

This is what students shared about their experiences in Candid:

PARTICIPATING IN CANDID HELPED ME:
Connect with peers about wellness

Learn a life skill

Develop a new habit I will continue

Take care of my mental health

Take care of my physical health

Reflect on my purpose & aspirations

Reflect on my values

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Pres House launched Candid in early 2019… before COVID was in 
our midst, before most of us knew anything about masking, social 
distancing, or Zoom. Fast forward to Fall 2022 and the relevance of 
supporting student wellness couldn’t be more clear.

This is just a short list of the things students told us were affecting 
their health so far this fall:

“past trauma, stress, finances…”

“too many things to do…”

“chronic worry and anxiety…”

“imposter syndrome…”

“fear of failing in front of others…”

“uncertainty about my future and  
   what comes next…”

“depression…”

“being in a new place and away from family…”

“managing time…”

“finding time to take care of myself…”

This fall 24 students are participating in the Pres House Apartments 
wellness program Candid Corps. Another 29 students (and one 
recent alum) signed up to participate in Candid Circles. 166 students 
subscribe to the Candid newsletter where we share strategies 
for self-care, information about mental and physical health, and 
promote a holistic view of wellness. Through a combination of setting 
small, achievable goals, peer connection and accountability and 
coaching, Candid helps students learn strategies to better care for 
themselves so they can function more effectively and fully in life. 
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ALUMNI PROFILE: JUDY BLUE, CLASS OF 1962

Judy Blue attended UW-Madison from 1958 to 1962, majoring in 
Occupational Therapy. After being an active member in her high 
school church at Wauwatosa Presbyterian, she wanted to find a place 
where she could continue her involvement in the church and choir. 
She was looking to connect with a church, and with such a large 
campus, Judy was looking to connect with a smaller group and find a 
friendship group. She heard about Pres House, and thought it would 
be a good place to check out. She was drawn to Pres House instantly. 
She joined the choir almost immediately. She enjoyed being in the 
choir so much that she sang all four of her years. Pres House quickly 
became a very special place for Ms. Blue, “A home away from home.” 
Ms. Blue may not have fully realized it at the time, but Pres House 
served as an oasis. 

Being on such a huge campus, Pres House offered friendship with 
other students as well as renewal, thought, and reflection. In 
addition to being active with choir, Blue went to Pres House study 
groups on occasion. Worship was held on Sunday morning. Suppers 
were held on Sunday evenings in the basement, where students 
signed up to help prepare and serve the  meals. Tight-knit friendships 
were established during these dinners. For Blue, this was like a home 
atmosphere. It was like a home on many levels: spiritual, social, 
emotional, and more. It felt like being part of a family.      

When Judy was a junior, she took a lead position in the choir, where 
she assisted Betsy Fowler, the Music Director. Judy was also a 
member of a group that planned social gatherings. She helped plan 
one of these gatherings her junior year in early fall of 1960 for new 
PH students. There was food, dancing, and plenty of new students. 
One of these new students was a first year graduate student, Fred. 
Fred joined Pres House shortly after attending the event, and then 
joined the choir. Judy and Fred quickly became friends, and two years 
later they were married. Betsy Fowler played at their wedding in 
Judy’s hometown in Milwaukee.   

During her time on campus, Judy also thoroughly enjoyed going 
to UW Badger football games. During her freshman year, she and 
several other students on her floor signed up to be part of the “card 
section,” where students had to sign up in advance and were able to 
sit in a special section with a better view of the field. She also really 

enjoyed the Memorial Union. She loved to go canoeing with Fred 
at Picnic Point. Fred proposed to her at Picnic Point. For Blue, Pres 
House was a spiritual home away from home. To her, it was an oasis 
of support, belonging, and renewal. Pres House was an extension of 
senior high school fellowship, but even more than that it opened her 
world view. It gave her the opportunity to look at the world through 
the lens of a faith community. Attending Pres House made her think 
more about others, and the needs and challenges of the world.     

Judy and her late husband, Fred, have been loyal Pres House 
supporters, and have graciously donated for the last 15 straight 
years. Judy mentions that Pres House is and was a very special 
place to both she and Fred. She is very encouraged by what Pres 
House has done over the years, and how much it has grown. She 
pointed out how impressed and appreciative she is with Pres House’s 
communication with her. 

Judy Blue — and others like her — is the reason that Pres House 
exists. We are grateful to have stories like hers. Loyal, consistent 
giving allows Pres House to continue to grow and expand. Pres House 
had a big impact on her, but it’s people like her who make Pres House 
what it is. She is part of the fabric of Pres House. We are proud to 
have her as part of the Pres House community. We are incredibly 
grateful for her loyal, consistent support for so many years. This goes 
for or other loyal, consistent donors. If you are looking at setting up a 
continuing donation, please visit preshouse.org/donate/.  
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Fall Welcome
This fall, Pres House connected with more than 

1100 new students including hundreds that 

attended our Cookie Break welcome event 

just before classes started. 

Welcome class of 2026!

Support Pres House
Throughout this newsletter you have read about the 
exciting activities happening at Pres House. Ministry 
at Pres House is possible only through generous 
donations from alumni, friends, and churches.

Please give today by using the enclosed 
envelope or send your contributions to Pres 
House at 731 State Street, Madison, WI 53703. 
You can also give online at 
www.preshouse.org/donate.


