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Dear Pres House Alumni, Friends,  and Supporters,

We are pleased to share with you the 2020-21 Pres House Annual Report. The year captured by this report took 

place during the global pandemic we have all been living through, and it was a very challenging year for the 

students we serve at Pres House. We are more grateful than ever for the opportunity we have to support students 

through all the ups and downs that come our way; and for our faithful donors, volunteers, and friends of Pres 

House.

During the summer of 2020, in the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic, our board and staff took a step back 

to evaluate what was going to be possible during a year of social distancing and online programming. It was clear 

that much of what we would normally aim to accomplish in a school year couldn’t be done as usual. In recognition 

of this reality, and with a primary concern for health and safety, we developed a series of priorities to focus our 

efforts in 2020-21. You will find these priorities in the following pages, accompanied by comments from Pres 

House students and data on how the Pres House mission unfolded throughout one of the most challenging years 

the campus has experienced. 

We knew our programs would have to take a radically different form — and they did. We held almost all activities 

throughout the year online until April 2021 when vaccination rollout and increased on-campus testing allowed us 

to resume some in-person activities. While some aspects of our ministry were very challenging (such as connecting 

with new freshmen), others were more vital and effective than ever (more than 95% of our apartment residents 
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engaged in our programs). In a year when students went to class from their apartment and had heightened mental 

health and wellness concerns, our residential and Candid wellness programs were particularly well received. 

Thanks in large part to the faithful generosity of our growing donor base, Pres House weathered the year in a good 

financial position. On page 10 you will find the names of faithful supporters who have given to Pres House each 

year for 10 years or more (many thanks!). We were also able to complete a major restoration project on the Pres 

House tower and chapel building. One hundred and five donors gave more than $120,000 to help ensure the tower 

remains beautiful and strong for future generations. The project was successfully completed in less than two 

months in the summer of 2021. Thank you for making that happen!

As of the writing of this report in the fall of 2021, the UW-Madison campus is in full swing. Our welcome events for 

both the Pres House church and apartment communities have been bursting at the seams. In a striking contrast 

to 2020, we’ve connected with more than 800 new students so far this fall. The Delta variant has created new 

uncertainties about the coming months, but we are committed to supporting students’ spiritual, emotional, and 

intellectual growth in significant ways this year and well beyond. We sincerely appreciate your connection to Pres 

House and encourage you to contact us with any questions or comments. 

Gratefully,
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BE PROACTIVE AND POSITIVE IN REDUCING RISK OF COVID-19 
SPREAD IN THE PH APARTMENTS AND CHURCH BUILDINGS

96%

96%

94%
of church survey respondents reported 
that Pres House provided safe ways to 

engage during COVID-19.

of apartment residents reported the overall 
efforts of Pres House to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19 in the apartment community 

were good or great.

of apartment residents had a positive 
review of how well programs were 

adapted to be COVID-safe.

of residents participated in an optional 
four-month COVID-19 PH Apartments 

community health incentive which 
included regular testing.

1/3

I really appreciated how the 
community building activities 
(like community dinner) were 

adapted to work for COVID.

“Pres House made living in an 
apartment during a pandemic a 

wonderful experience. There was 
still a sense of community that I 

greatly appreciated!”



FOCUS ON CULTIVATING THE WELL-BEING OF THE 
CURRENT PRES HOUSE COMMUNITY

300 Students engaged with 
Pres House each month, 
on average.

of church survey respondents reported that 
Pres House is a place they can go for support.

92%

“I am just starting to learn more, 
but it meant the world to me to have 
someone to talk to about what has 

been going on in my life this past year 
and be there to support me.”

(STAFF, CURRENT CHURCH 
MEMBERS, RESIDENTS, AND SO ON).

150 Students participated in 
wellness programs 
each month.

100% of PH Apartment residents who sought personal 
support from Pres House staff had a positive 
experience.

Throughout the turmoil, 
Pres House has been a steady 

presence I could count on 
for friendship and spiritual 

nourishment.
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FACILITATE A WELCOMING HOME, FOR PRES HOUSE APARTMENT 
RESIDENTS AND DELIVER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS THAT ARE 
ENGAGING AND MEANINGFUL WHILE BEING RESPONSIVE TO HEALTH 
AND SAFETY CONCERNS.

92%
 of apartment residents reported living at 

Pres House Apartments was good or great.

95%
of apartment residents 
participated in some form 
of apartment programming 
during the year - the highest 
percentage ever.

95%
of apartment residents would 

recommend it to a friend.

96%
of apartment residents felt welcomed 

by Pres House staff.

100% of Scholars program members reported participation had a 
positive impact on their wellness.

100% of FACETS participants reflected on their core values, connected with 
people different from them, and felt supported in mental health.

“The staff is so kind, and there 
is a sense of community.”

“Thank you for all the community dinners and 
weekly snacks, even during the pandemic, it 

was definitely a highlight!”

“Even during the pandemic, Pres House Apartments 
made all students feel welcome, supported, and 

helped them to form a sense of community.”
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RESPOND TO PRESSING CURRENT EVENTS INCLUDING THE 
PANDEMIC, ELECTION SEASON, AND ANTI-RACISM WORK.

100%
of church survey respondents 
had opportunities to interact 
with people different 
from them.

Pres House offered more than 
20 small groups throughout 

the year that helped students 
engage with vital issues and 

current events.

“Getting to meet with people every 
week, even virtually, was definitely 

meaningful for me. Midweek 
communion and frozen meals also 

offered great opportunities to meet 
safely in person.”

80% of church survey respondents 
reported Pres House helped 
them respond to current events.

Pres House engaged students in the 2020 
election through various opportunities 

including: voter registration, debate watch 
parties, What’s the Tea, election week 

prayers in the chapel and more.

“The Decolonizing 
Christianity series was really 
amazing. I learned a lot over 

those few weeks.”

I’ve learned more about how I can tie in my 
faith with social justice.

While our kitchen was shut down for large group meals due to COVID-19, 45 
Pres House student volunteers distributed more than 2000 frozen meals to 
students on campus through our campus Frozen Meal partnership program.
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PROVIDE HEALTH AND LIFE COACHING 
THROUGH CANDID CIRCLES AND SHARE RELIABLE, CURATED 
WELLNESS CONTENT THROUGH THE CANDID BLOG.

“My experience with Candid Circles has been better 
than I expected, I learned how to manage my stress 
levels, how to achieve my goals each week, and how 

to appreciate my success!”

“Joining the Candid Circle 
through Pres House was 
a necessary and helpful 

moment in my life.”

“Candid Circles is super supportive 
and wholesome. Everything is 

tailored to you which is amazing. 
I am so grateful for this experience.”

54 students participated in a 
month-long, active Wellness 
Bingo challenge.

92% of Candid Circles participants 
made progress toward their 
wellness goals. 

92% would recommend Candid Circles to a friend.

20 students participated in the 
brand new Candid Circles.

17 new wellness blogs were 
published and can be found 
at candiduw.org.
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FINANCIALS
2020-2021

Income:

$2,816,427

Expenses:

$2,200,361

Assets:

$14,924,897

Liabilities:

$11,865,682

Increased since last year

Decreased since last year
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Presbyterian
Student Center

Foundation  

Nii Addo Abrahams 

Associate Director of Campus Ministry      
nii@preshouse.org

Rebecca Bedell  

Coordinator of Residential Programs 
 rebecca@preshouse.org

Mark Elsdon  

Executive Director  
mark@preshouse.org

Mark Gordon 

Office Manager 
mgordon@preshouse.org

Natalie Handley 

Music Director 
natalie@preshouse.org

Erica Liu 

Pastor & Director of Campus Ministry 
erica@preshouse.org

Ginger Morgan 

Director of Candid & Community Initiatives
ginger@preshouse.org

Terry Bauer 

Property Manager, PH Apartments 
terryb@rentfmi.com
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