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Students Reach
Out to Churches
By Alicia Powers

Ms. Powers is a grad student working
toward her Ph.D. in chemistry.
She became part of the Pres House
community in 2007 and has been on
the Pres House Student Council since
its inception in the fall of 2009.
s a student at Pres House, I am
very thankful for the support that
the local Presbyterian churches show
to the Pres House community. Each
Sunday after worship we receive dinner provided by these churches, and
during the past three years I have
seen members of these churches lead
small groups, lead retreats, offer spiritual guidance, and do much more for
our community.
While receiving so much from
these churches is great, the Pres
House community also has gifts and
abilities to give. This year we have
made an effort to create a more twoway relationship between Pres House
and local churches. During the fall
semester, a group of students raked
leaves for a member of Christ Presbyterian Church. At Thanksgiving and
Christmas, we wrote and decorated
cards for homebound members of
Bryn Mawr and Lodi Presbyterian.
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Continued on page 7
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The Pres House team that traveled to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota over
Spring Break repaired homes.

BWAP opens student’s Eyes
By Laura Reich
Ms. Reich started as an occasional
freshman worshiper at Pres House in
the fall of 2008. Now a sophomore,
she not only attends regularly and
participates in a small group but also
went on Break With A Purpose.

T

his Spring Break 15 members of
the Pres House community went
on the Pres House Break With a
Purpose (BWAP) trip to Pine Ridge
Reservation to work with a group
called Re-Member.

Re-member’s brochure says
“ Re-Member is a nonprofit organization on the Pine Ridge Reservation in
South Dakota…Re-Member works
with the Oglala Lakota people, forming lasting relationships and bridging
two worlds.” The last three words
are fundamental in understanding our
BWAP trip.
The world we live in is a different
world than that of the Lakota people
on Pine Ridge Reservation. The same
Continued on page 2

Reich gets a new perspective on history
Gains hope and learns “we are all one”
Continued from page 1
rules don’t apply. Our
world views differ significantly. The problems on
Pine Ridge cannot fully
be addressed without
first recognizing that the
circumstances are different and complex.

ment programs
that respond to
poverty on the reservation do little to
address the issues
creating poverty.
Finally, much
of the land which
is holy to the Lakota and which
they were promised has been
taken without their
consent, and many
people have been
displaced due to
government confiscation of lands.

Each evening after
working to fix homes
on the reservation, we
had a speaker from the
Lakota tribe, and each
morning before work a
“Wisdom of the Elders”
session in which many
issues facing the Lakota
Photo by College Chaplain Intern Christy Stirckland.
Nation were addressed.
These are just a
One day Re-member took the Pres House BWAP team, including Laura Reich
One such issue was sum- shown here, to the Bad Lands. The students climbed on the formations or medi- few of the probmarized in the words the ated in silence. Many said experiencing the landscape first-hand gave them a
lems that greatly
“Invisible People” and
better understanding of the Lakota people’s connection to the land.
factor into a sense
how that describes much
of hopelessness and
kota and the U.S. government. Many
of the Lakota’s plight. Individuals
isolation found on the reservation. As
unarmed Lakota men, women and
not directly involved or affected by
a result, Pine Ridge residnets have a
children were killed and left to freeze
a Lakota person do not think of the
life expectancy that is only two thirds
in the snow. This compounds the
Lakota people and all the issues they
the national average, a teen suicide
reality that the U.S. government has
face. Before this trip I was unaware
rate that is four times the national
broken every treaty ever made with
of the Lakota people. I was unaware
average, and it is the second poorest
the Lakota. Additionally, the governof their poverty. I was unaware of
county in the Nation.
their hardships and the efforts being
Though this trip raised many upmade to maintain their culture—one
Before this trip
setting,
complicated issues, I came
that has been in danger since their
I was unaware of
away
with
a sense of hope and refirst encounter with white settlers.
the Lakota people.
spect for a people I previously had
Most of all, I was unaware that this
I was unaware of
no knowledge of. The Lakota people
was happening in the United States
their poverty. I was
are no longer invisible to me. I see
unaware of their
and that so little is being done and so
American-Lakota people doing their
hardships and
few know anything about it.
best to live in both worlds, struggling
the efforts being
In our very brief time on Pine
to maintain their identity after years
made to maintain
Ridge, we got a snapshot of the reserof being forced to assimilate. I see
their culture . . . .
vation and what it means to live there.
Most of all, I was
hope in the youth that were starting
The Lakota people struggle with the
unaware that this
a movement to pick up the trash that
past and what has been done to them
was happening in
covers Pine Ridge. I see hope in the
the United States
by the U.S. government.
woman’s house we fixed, and I see
and that so little
Wounded Knee Massacre, which
hope in Re-Member filling a spot that
is being done
took place in 1890, is a pivotal part
needs to be filled, letting the Lakota
and so few know
of the Lakota past that greatly factors
know they are not invisible. In Laanything about it.
into their identity today. It was the
kota, “Mitakuye Oyasin” -- We are
last armed conflict between the Laall one.
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Hanson’s experience leads him
to ask and answer questions
By Cody Hanson
Mr. Hanson became part of the Pres
House worshipping community
just after Christmas his freshman
year, that is, in January 2008. As a
sophomore, he participated in his
first BWAP trip to Heifer Ranch in
Arkansas. He has also been a student
member of the Pres House Board of
Directors since 2009.
veryone knows the story of how
the European settlers treated the
native peoples of this continent as
they fulfilled their manifest destiny
and expanded west. They treated
them as less than humans, an obstacle
in the face of progress.
This history never became real
to me until we reached Pine Ridge.
Through our study of the Lakota
people and from hearing from some
speakers at Re-Member, I gained a
much more in-depth understanding
of what had happened to these real
people. They were not just storybook
Indians in a history class that I had
to memorize so I could pass a test or
write a paper.
One of the questions that I took
away from this year’s BWAP trip was
“How could our government make so
many treaties with the Lakota people,
and blatantly disregard them?” I
think it is just another example of the
rationale of past generations that we
have seen time and again: All men are
created equal, provided that you are a
white male.
Another question is, “What can
we do in the present day to help?”
This isn't an easy thing to answer.
We heard varying viewpoints from
Lakota that we were able to interact
with. Some said that the government
is forgetting them and leaving them
to starve by not providing promised
rations and aid, and others said that it
is because of all the handouts that reservation Indians become complacent,

E
Photo by College Chaplain Intern Christy Strickland.

Cody Hanson and Haley Christensen
work on the arbor that Pres House
students built on the reservation.

Everyone could
learn from Lakota

By Cody Hanson
earing about the Lakota culture and their lifestyle led me
to realize that several philosophies
of their spirituality and identity
would be valuable for all of us.
The notion of thinking before
you speak and not saying whatever pops into your head right away
is one. We learned that the Lakota
know the value of silence and in
being very thoughtful and deliberate before speaking. Following
this practice would get many
people out of trouble for saying
something too soon and make
meetings go much quicker!
Another idea that I really admired was the Lakota man’s dedication to his wife and children. As
a Lakota man, it is your sole duty
and purpose to provide for and
take care of your family. If you
are not able to do that, you are just
taking up space. This is an attitude
that I think could be beneficial to
men of all ages who have families
or will have someday.

H

dependent, and unemployed.
So which is it? It is a complex issue and I am by no means an expert,
but I think that it is pretty apparent
that the first step in helping the Lakota people would be for the government to stop treating them as lesser
citizens of our country and to keep
and respect its treaties and agreements with them.
What we should
do is focus on
programs that
strike in the middle
of the no-help/
free-handout
spectrum. We need
to allow the Lakota
to help themselves,
like they have
always wanted. But
they cannot do
it without a bit
of outside help
because of the
situation we have
put them in for
the past 100 years.

What we should do is focus on
programs that strike in the middle of
the no-help/free-handout spectrum.
We need to allow the Lakota to help
themselves, like they have always
wanted. But they cannot do it without
a bit of outside help because of the
situation we have put them in for the
past 100 years.
Once example of this we saw
was the new Transit and Bus system
which was funded in part by the
Federal government. This system is
helping people to travel across the
reservation to their jobs, and helping
students get to places like Oglala
Lakota College.

Bach Around
the Clock –
Rattled the
Rafters
By Michael J. Hillestad
n March 20 Pres House, in conjunction with Wisconsin Public
Radio, hosted a huge birthday celebration.

O

Musicians and people from around
the city came to celebrate the 325th
anniversary of Johann Sebastian
Bach’s birth.
The celebration began at noon and
didn’t stopped until the grand finale at
midnight.
Piano students from several area
studios, guest organists, Wisconsin
Chamber Choir, harpsichordist Dr.
John C. Stowe along with violinist
Edith Hines, and our very own Miles
McConnell, who is getting his DMA
in guitar performance this spring, all
made the event thrilling and exciting.
We also premiered a temporary organ arrangement, using the new organ
console and borrowed speakers we
had placed in the balcony. The new
$72,000 hybrid organ, when completely installed in October, will interface
with the existing pipes and add digital
elements that will expand the instrument from 27 stops to 104 stops..
While the music never stopped, listeners and appreciators were welcome
to come and go as they pleased and
they sure did. The crowd ranged from
10 to 100.
Cheryl Dring, music director
at Wisconsin Public Radio, was so
thrilled with this event that we have
already put it on the calendar for next
year. Her desire was to create an open,
inviting celebration of music and community, and Pres House was the perfect spot to nurture such a celebration.
Thank you to all who helped make
this such a success.
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Photo by Campus Co-Pastor Mark Elsdon.

Choir members gathered around Pres House Music Director Michael W. Hillestad,
second from left, and the new organ console the first day they got to rehearse with
it. From L-R, Sara Pridham, Annie Lovell, Benjamin Fortin, Jonathan Reid, Christy
Strickland, Travis Serebin, Alison Crane, and Kaitlyn Skalet.

Bringing Life to the Pres House Chapel

W

orship and music has played
an integral part of the ministry
of Pres House for almost 100 years.
Many, many of the alumni who participated at Pres House over the decades
sang in a choir and often met their
spouse singing together!

ment. We share a block with the future music performance and practice
space planned by UW–Madison. Pres
House is in a truly unique position to
serve students in the arts and music
through our location, our facilities,
and our programs.

The worshipping community at
Pres House was re-established in 2005
and, as it continues to grow each year,
worship and music again play a key
role in the ministry Pres House offers
to the campus. A new choir has been
started that involves 14 students under
the direction of Music Director Michael Hillestad.

Currently, over 40 weddings take
place at Pres House each year in the
beautiful chapel space. We have become a highly soughtafter location for
weddings.

Music in worship at Pres House is
important and can be described as a
hybrid — ncorporating both contemporary pieces with hymns and anthems.
Instruments used include the organ,
piano, guitar, cello, drums, mandolin,
and other that instruments students
play.
Pres House is situated right in the
heart of the arts district at the University of Wisconsin. We are surrounded
by the expanding Chazen Museum of
Art and are next to the Music Depart-

Students, like others, experience
God powerfully through music both
as congregants and worship leaders.
We seek to serve and reach out
to the student campus community
through music, musical programs, and
musical performance space. Students
with musical interests or majors are
in need of places to share their talents
and gifts. We are uniquely situated to
provide such a space for student recitals and special musical events. We
have a space that is unlike most others in the area, and Pres House will
have the only concert-quality organ in
the growing University Arts and Humanities district.

worship and music enhancement begins
Walt and Karen Pridham give $22,000 and agree to match $50,000 more

T

here are a number of needs at
Pres House to take worship and
music to a new level.
The organ that Pres House has
had for 73 years is virtually unusable although the original pipes are
in excellent shape. In March, due
to the generosity of Walt and Karen
Pridham’s $22,000 gift and agreement to match $50,000 more, a new
hybrid organ began being installed.
With letters and emails to a limited number of Pres House alums
with a special interest in worship
and music, 13 contributions totalling $33,825 were received in the
first month. With Walt and Karen’s
match, that has brought $67,650 into
the worship and music enhancement
fund. Adding this to the $22,000 the
Pridhams gave initially, that brings
the total in the new fund to $89,650.
That is $17,675 more than the
cost of the organ,. In addition to the
restoration of the organ, however,
we would like to purchase additional
musical instruments for Pres House
that can be used by student musicians. Specifically, we have to add a
digital drum set for use in worship.
Also, the sound system and digital projection systems are both in
need of upgrades to enhance the worship experience. Numerous people
have said that it is difficult to hear
sermons and other spoken word
elements in worship. This is due to
With letters and
emails to a limited
number of Pres
House alums with
a special interest
in worship
and music, 13
conntributions
totalling $33,825
were received in
the first month.

Photo by Steve Apps/Wisconsin State Journal.

The Pridhams were on hand March 15, the day the new organ console was installed in
the Pres House Chapel.

inadequate sound and microphone
systems. The projection system that
is currently in place is distracting
and cobbled together. All sound
and projection is currently done
from the front of the sanctuary. The
equipment needs to be updated and
relocated to the rear. Updating this
equipment will have an immediate positive impact on the worship
experience as well as the numerous
weddings that take place at Pres
House.

The ultimate goal of all these
improvements is to expand and
enhance the music and worship
program at Pres House. The final
piece of the project is to create a
Worship and Music Endowment
starting at $30,000. This endowment will provide annual income
for tuning and maintenance of
instruments (piano and organ) and
funds for special music programs
such as Bach Around the Clock,
guest musicians in worship, organ
concerts and other expanded music
activities. We can expect to receive
about 5% in income from this fund
each year (approximately $1,500).
That money will be used in roughly
the following manner: $500 for
maintenance and $1,000 for special
music annually.

Our goal is to raise $125,000 to
fund the new organ, sound and video
equipment, and a music program endowment. No deadline has been set
but it is hoped that all of the funds
could be pledged or contributed by
October when the organ installation
will be complete.
There is still $16,175 available
to be matched. Please consider joining Walt and Karen, Alyce and Paul
Andrus, Fred and Judith Blue, Mark
Elsdon and Erica Liu, Kaye Exo,
Bob and Carol Frykenberg, Fritz
and Janice Grutzner, Robert Hunner,
John and Marjorie Reynolds, Gloria
Stange, Katrinka Conger Stout, John
and Carol Toussaint, Jon and Susan
Udell, and Bob and Pauline Weaver
in helping to bring life to the Pres
House Chapel.
You may want to consider doing
what the Udells, Mrs. Stout and the
Weavers have done, give in memory
or honor of someone. The Udells
gave their gift in honor of Foster and
Carolyn Udell, while Mrs. Stout gave
in memory of her husband Larry
Stout and her sister Ruth Conger
Olson who both sang in Miraim Belleville’s choir. The Weavers gave
theirs in memory of Miriam Bellville.
We look forward to hearing from
you by e-mail, snail mail or phone.

Pres House alumni, students and friends save the day

N

o one ever intended to hurt Pres
House. No one was attacking
Pres House.

the exemption, Rep. Spencer Black
won approval of the Wisconsin State
Assembly‘s Democratic caucus for
including the Pres House legislation in
the biennial budget bill.

Yet more people than you can
count had to leave their comfort zone
to keep Pres House from becoming
collateral damage in a battle to win
tax-exempt status for the new Pres
House apartments.
“Pres House’s alumni, students
and friends were absolutely critical
in the effort. People in churches have
often frowned on mixing religion and
politics, so it may have been hard to
become activists,” according to Alice
Honeywell , “but many Pres House
alumni and friends did just that, and
politicians listened, both at the city
level and in state government.” On the
Pres House board from 2003 until this
past July, Honeywell led the effort to
retain Pres House’s tax-exempt status.
Pres House is a religious, nonprofit, benevolent, 501(c) (3) organization, so most observers assumed
from the beginning that the new apartments would be tax-exempt. The rest
of the Pres House buildings had been
exempt since 1929, and other student
apartment buildings in other states
owned by religious organizations are
tax exempt. At about the time that the
new building was being erected, however, the Wisconsin Supreme Court
ruled against property tax exemption
for a variety of nonprofit housing
organizations, including low-income

Photo by Stevens Construction.

The Pres House Apartments in 2009,
before the construction of the addition to
the Chazen Museum of Art and the conversion of Murray Street to East Campus
Mall had begun.

and elderly housing. The viability
of many nonprofits, including Pres
House, was endangered by the case,
and legislative efforts ensued to correct the problem.
The catalyst for Pres House’s
success on the tax issue came in
June 2009, when local alderperson
Bryon Eagon introduced an amendment at a City Council meeting
that would require the city to work
with the legislature to ensure Pres
House’s tax exempt status. The
City Council passed the measure
overwhelmingly. With the City of
Madison on record in support of

Honeywell receives award for service

A

Photo by College Chaplain
Intern Christy Strickland
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lice Honeywell was honored at Pres House’s
April 18th Volunteer Appreciation Sunday.
She was given a Distinguished Volunteer Award
not only for her crucial work in helping to secure
a property tax exemption for Pres House but also
for helping reconnect Pres House with hundreds
of alumni and for faithfully serving on the board
for six years.
A great big thank you to Alice and all the
amazing volunteers that make Pres House
ministry possible!

Pres House’s alumni, students and
friends throughout the state, working
as a team with the board and staff,
then went to bat by calling their individual representatives. “By the time
they were done less than two weeks
later, everyone in both houses of the
legislature knew about Pres House,”
Honeywell said. “This legislation
originally had so little chance of passing, but we always said with God all
things are possible.” Because of the
outpouring of support from around
the state the Pres House amendment
was included in the final version of
the budget bill and signed into law by
Governor Jim Doyle in June 2009.
The final step in achieving exemption was realized in March 2010
when the City of Madison officially
approved Pres House’s application for
exemption. The exemption begins in
tax-year 2010 and does not include the
return of any previously paid taxes.*
Although this exemption does not
guarantee Pres House’s financial future, it gives it breathing room that is
essential for continuing the programs
that are part of Pres House’s mission
and outreach to university students.
Thank you to everyone who took their
time and energy to make Pres House’s
case to their elected representatives!
Individual voices do count!
*Note: The tax payments Pres House
has had to make have come from rent
proceeds and not from donations. All
donations finance the Pres House ministry
to the UW-Madison campus unless
specifically designated by the donor for
capital needs or other uses. Even with
this exemption in place, gifts from donors
are critical providing a community where
students experience the grace of Jesus
Christ, explore God’s desire for their lives,
and are led out into the world by the Holy
Spirit. Thank you for your support!

Ray served on the Pres House Board
and in recent years he and Hazel have
helped serve Sunday night meals to
students. Their church, Dale Heights, is
one of the nine Madison area Presbyterian churches that prepare and serve
after-worship meals at Pres House.

Photo by Communications Coordinator Mary Yeater Rathbun

Hazel and Ray Bayley in their apartment at Oakwood West in Madison.

planning to secure pres house’s future

R

ay Bayley lived at Pres House
in 1942, his last year at UWMadison. He was a ROOJAH, that is,
a member of the Royal Order of
Janitors and Hosts.
Hazel, who as of June 30 will
have been his wife for 66 years, came
to a coffee hour. One of the other
ROOJAHs said, “There goes the
Fuller Brush man.” Ray sold Fuller
Brushes to help himself get through
school. Hazel said, “I’ve got to meet
him. I need a hair brush.”

Students want to
give to churches
Continued from page 1
Our efforts became more formalized during spring semester when the
Pres House Student Council formed
a team to grow this two-way relationship with local churches. Through
this team, we organized a visit to
Christ Presbyterian church for their
Sunday worship service. We were
also able to give tours of the Pres
House Residence to members of
Westminster Presbyterian while they
held a retreat at Pres House.
As this school year ends and we
look forward to next school year, we
hope to continue to discover how
the Pres House community can give
in addition to receiving from local
churches.

“I had to deliver it and the rest is
history,” Ray drolled.
The Bayleys connection with
Pres House did not end with graduation. Ray went on to seminary. His
first call was to two Presbyterian
churches. Rather than be ordained
in one or the other, he was ordained
at Pres House.
They continued to have a strong
connection to Pres House as long
as Cecil Lower was the pastor. “He
came and baptized our babies,”
Hazel chimed in.

Twenty years ago they gave a life
insurance policy on the then 71-yearold Ray to the national Presbyterian
Foundation. The Foundation will distribute the money in accord with a plan
the Bayleys set up at the time. Several
places, including Pres House, will get
money – not a lump sum, but a certain
amount each year. “It won’t be a great
sum, but it will be more than we can
give now,” Ray explained.
“Throughout my pastorate I have
always tried to get people to think in
terms of the total budget, the constant
need rather than the special initiatives,”
he said. “That concept is important.”
Join the Bayleys as members of the
Cecil and Janice Lower Legacy Society
by remembering Pres House in your
will or estate plans. For more information contact Pastor Mark at Pres House:
608-257-1030.

O

ur deep gratitude extends to the following churches who have hosted
dinner on Sunday evenings. Without their support in providing not only
the food but the hours of preparation, cooking, serving, and cleaning up, we
would not be able to offer this ministry to the campus.
It means a lot to our students. As Richard, an MD/PhD Candidate
said, “The dinner after service at Pres House is really awesome. I know I
wouldn’t have met as many people at Pres House if there was no post-service meal. For me, it really gives service a sense of community and family.”
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church, Cottage Grove
Christ Presbyterian Church, Madison
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Madison
Dale Heights Presbyterian, Madison
First Presbyterian Church, Lodi
First Presbyterian Church, Waunakee
Holy Wisdom Monastery, Madison
Oakland Cambridge Presbyterian Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Madison
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Photo by College Chaplain Intern Sarah Iliff.

Students filled Pridham Lounge on Pres House’s first floor day and night from Dec. 16
to the 22. Volunteers brought in treats and kept the finals study lounge staffed while the
college chaplain interns organized study break activities ranging from board games to
prayer.

Pres House seeks to be
a spiritual home at the
heart of the University
of Wisconsin–Madison
campus. In keeping
with the teachings of
Jesus Christ and the
Christian tradition of
hospitality, Pres House is
dedicated to providing
a religious center and
high quality student
housing to promote the
spiritual, emotional, and
intellectual growth of
residents and members of
the campus community.
Pres House is a ministry
of the Presbyterian
Church, U.S.A., and
welcomes individuals
of every perspective and
background.

Steve Schmidt
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home@preshouse.org
Mary Yeater Rathbun
Communications Coordinator
mary@preshouse.org
Brandon Donkersgoed
Business and Accounting Manager
brandon@preshouse.org
Michael W. Hillestad, Music Director
music@preshouse.org
Christy Strickland, Chaplain Intern
christy@preshouse.org
Sarah Illif, Chaplain Intern
sarah@preshouse.org
Erica Liu, Campus Co-Pastor
erica@preshouse.org
Mark Elsdon
Campus Co-Pastor & Executive Director
mark@preshouse.org
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